
NORTH HILL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
Minutes

Meeting called to order - 6:30 Thursday, September 11th, 2025

Introductions - Dan led meeting in Scot’s absence 

Agenda - approved with no adjustments

June meeting minutes - vote to approve was suspended until next month

SPD: Tyler Heiman  - emailing him is the best way to reach him. theiman@spokanepolice.org. 
· Tyler mentioned there had been an increase in residential burglaries around North Hill.
· Remember that crime is under reported so however minor it feels, remember to report to Crime Check 509-456-2233. This data helps immensely. 
· There is a Spokane traffic hotline you can call to report traffic concerns. Traffic Hotline 509-625-4150.
· Code enforcement violations can be called in to 311.
· New HOME ordinance - if there is any unlawful camping, police would be offering resources to folks and asking them to leave and as long as they don't refuse, there would be no further enforcement. 

Together Spokane Initiatives - 
· Together Spokane" is a ballot initiative proposed by Spokane Public Schools and Spokane Parks and Recreation to fund facility and infrastructure improvements.
· Combined forces between parks and schools to save the tax payers money. 
· Madison school and Rec Center Franklin Park improvement project proposed in our neighborhood. Full replacement of Madision, the headquarters of the Boys and Girls Club for the north side and a 5 full court sports plex off to the east of the school. Hoopfest has pledged 5 million to help with this. PNQ has offered to buy them portable floors. 
· The initiative aims to bring about more accessible and collaborative spaces
· There would be major upgrades to Franklin Park.
· Part of the initiative is 3 new parks in Spokane in areas that are lacking park spaces.
· This initiative would also bulk up park rangers in the city. 
· The park rangers could also patrol school grounds after hours to make sure green space isn't being locked up.
· Togetherspokane.org you can find an interactive map and tax calculator and a ton of more information about the various projects. 

Office of Neighborhood Services (ONS) - Heather 

· Spokane Neighborhood Summit is on October 25th-
· Half day events and childcare is available. Registration is open https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-spokane-neighborhood-summit-tickets-1602535660299?aff=oddtdtcreator 
· Spokane Neighborhood Leadership Academy - registration opens October
· 6 sessions over 6 months.
· City council meetings - new day proposal as Mondays has its challenges
· The survey went to the chair of council. 
· District 3 town hall is September 29th at 6pm at the West Central Community Center.

Traffic calming - 
· The radar speed sign is outside 4 Letter Word now. 
· Had 15 disposal passes and almost all were distributed in August. You have until the end of October to use that.
· There will be no curbside pickup this fall.
· There was some discussion about Courtland and the speed at which cars go through there. 

City Council - Zack Zappone
· They are talking about a new Scoring system for traffic projects starting in the 2027 cycle.	
· New things come up within the 4-year term and we don't want to wait 4 years to have an issue addressed. 
· 27x27 Project - would be significant improvements on bike paths in town and in our area it would be improvements on Longfellow. Connected routes for 27 miles throughout Spokane.
· Report came out the violent crime and property crime is down over last 3 years
· Keep reporting crimes
· Jail capacity issues - staffing problems are going on. 
· There is some discussion about slow down signs for neighborhoods
· ONS proposes Slow the Flock down
· Vacant properties ordinance was passed over summer to maintain minimum standards on commercial and residential properties. 



Building Stronger Neighborhoods (BSN) - Dan Brown 
· Good neighbor awards coming up December 13th.
· There will be some learning opportunities that will be taking place after the BSN meetings in Feb., March and April. More info to come. 
· ONS is still looking for a permanent location for the items that neighborhoods can rent for events and things. More to come on that. 
· Dan is on the Budget Committee and they will be reviewing the neighborhood budgets soon for next year. 

Community Assembly (CA) Report - Sara Bauer and Laura 
· The Urban Forestry committee has two openings for spots on their committee. Remember, you do not need to be a regular CA attendee to join a committee. If you like trees, join them!
· President Wilkerson brought up the proposed day change for council meetings. 
· She also mentioned that the budget situation for the city is very real and the only thing left to cut is people. 
· An ad-hoc group worked to review the Neighborhood chapter of the 20-year comprehensive plan. A motion was approved to have councils review the changes and another vote be taken at the October CA meeting. At that time it will be sent to the folks in charge of the Plan Spokane work. 

Garland Business District News - no rep here 
· Hillyard has achieved the status of creative district.
· Check out their Facebook page
· Garland is still in the works of getting this designation. 
· You can email Garlandcreativedistrict@gmail.com if you would like information about meetings, etc.

New logo - Mervin - art deco logo style
· Updated designs were brought forward incorporating the changes that were desired from our June meeting. 
· New banner was already printed up using this basic new design because we had to spend the money from the community engagement grant before it went away. 
· There was a concern about whether these could be printed to look ok in black and white. 
· There was a question as to what this symbolizes - It was discussed that we wanted something timeless and representative of the area but something that was more representative of the whole neighborhood and not just Garland. This whole area had a lot of art deco style stuff and that is incorporated in this logo. 
· This new logo also helps with the issue of ease of shareability on social media with its round design. The current logo has caused us to have some difficulty putting it on social media. 
· The colors are a lot more vibrant than they appeared in the print outs that we had at the meeting. 
· There was some confusion as to whether we were to pick one of these or if all four would be chosen for different purposes. 
· No vote taken. We will send them out electronically and then discuss again in October. 

New Business - 
· We are starting to outgrow the space at 4 Letter Word. Julie has been in touch with the church on Garland, west of the Animal Clinic. They have a separate building behind the church that may be an option for us to use. 
· Scot’s term as Council Chair ends December. Please reach out if you are interested in serving. 
· Judge Mary Logan was here for our meeting with her husband who owns a business in the Garland District. She is running for reelection. 
· Chris Savage also popped in part way through the meeting. He is running for City Council representative in District 3. 

Treasurer report - $486.72

Next Meeting - Thursday October 9th, 6:30-8:30pm 

NHNC Email: northhillspokane@gmail.com
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